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Such a policy was highly displeasing to the "Patronage
Secretary/' who wrote to Graham on January 5, 1833:
When I assure you that I have undoubted authority that
the Tories are at a loss to divine any other motive for your
recent dispensation of the patronage at the Admiralty than
a desire to conciliate and cultivate the Conservative party,
it is quite time you should be made acquainted with the
murmurs of your friends, and the jeers of the enemy. . . .
Graham replied:
I have endeavored to serve the public faithfully, and I have
never prostituted the patronage of my office to any base
purpose. The officers have generally been selected by me
for their efficiency, and not for their politics.5
At this time a determined attempt was being made to
improve the system of recruiting officials for the East India
Company. The Directors had founded a school (Haileybury
College) in 1806 for giving special training to young men
appointed for service in India. In 1833 it was decided to fill
vacancies in India by competitive examination. T. B. Mac-
aulay was active in this movement for reform, as were Charles
Trevelyan, who had been to Haileybury and who married
Hannah Moore, Macaulay's sister; Stafford Nortcote, who
was raised to the peerage as Earl of Iddesleigh in 1885; and
Benjamin Jowett, Master of Balliol, Oxford.
Graham, Macaulay, Trevelyan, Northcote, and Jowett
were representative of the growing band of men in public life
who, during the first half of the nineteenth century, wanted
to end the abuses which have been described.6 That they had
so little success was not due to any lack of energy or persis-
tence on their part but to the forces of habit and tradition.
B Parker, C S., Life arid Letters of Sir James Graham, Murray (Lon-
don), 1907, Vol. I, pp. 163-104.
e The reformers were helped by the sporadic efforts at economy in
public expenditure; an obvious way of saving money was to abolish
sinecures and other wasteful features of the public service.